The reef facies of the Permian and Late Triassic in the Tethyan faunal realm contains encrusting and domical carbonate fossils of organisms composed of rods that form a framework. These fossils are now composed of calcite but may originally have been aragonite, as many show recrystallization microfabrics. Their systematic position has been controversial, and they have commonly been placed in the Hydrozoa (Kühn, 1939; leCompte, 1956; Flügel & Sy, 1959) and also referred to as late Paleozoic stromatoporoids. Like the stromatoporoids, their framework skeleton is commonly traversed by tabulated longitudinal and tangential canals or tubes. These have suggested an affinity to the Cnidaria and particularly to the Hydrozoa, but similar tubes are found in several groups of hypercalcified sponges. Now that the Paleozoic stromatoporoids are recognized as having structures closely resembling living hypercalcified sponges, the disjectoporids are here tentatively placed in the Porifera, but their affinity with the major groups of this phylum is obscured by their total lack of preserved spicules.
The spongiomorphs, Middle Triassic to Upper Cretaceous carbonate fossils, are composed of a framework of largely longitudinal rods that resembles that of the disjectoporids. They have been linked to the disjectoporids and also considered to have been hydrozoans (e.g., Flügel & Sy, 1959) . However, recent work by gautret and associates (gautret, ezzoubair, & CuiF, 1992; gautret, Dauphin, & CuiF, 1994) has shown that the spongiomorphs are cnidarians related to the scleractinian superfamily Poriticae gray, 1842. They are therefore not considered further in this volume devoted to the hypercalcified sponges. [Disjectoporidae tornquiSt, 1901 , p. 1121 leCompte, 1956, p. 138; Kühn, 1939, p. 48; Flügel & Sy, 1959, p. 14 (Waagen & Wentzel, 1887 (Boiko, 1970 (Waagen & Wentzel, 1887 ×16 (Boiko, 1970) . Pseudopalaeoaplysina Fan, rigby, & zhang, 1991, p. 66 [*P. sinensis; OD] . Skeleton thin plate (about 0.5 mm), apparently attached at one edge, with smooth lateral sides, composed of rods fanning outward and upward from axial plane. Rods dividing outward, discontinuous in longitudinal section, circular in cross section, or more commonly united irregularly laterally to enclose longitudinal interspaces of circular, labyrinthine, and serpentine cross sections. (Termier & Termier, 1980 (Termier & Termier, 1977b ).
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